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disturbances without- the use of the police and the military^
and if they tried to do so, they would not only not succeed,
but they would not get the co-operation of the people either,
"I did once ask you, whether a Satyagrahi should take
high office if it came his way and if he did, how should he
promote non-violence ? I hold that the person who has made
non-violence his creed, should not take office and he will never
be happy there. But there can be no such difficulty for those
who have accepted ahimsa only as a policy. Many Congressmen
have accepted office and' you have permitted them to do so,
The question arises as to whether you can expect those who
believe in ahimsa, to act up to it, at least in their personal
capacity, during disturbances. Further, having acquired
strength through non-violence, how should it be used, in order
to bring in a State, where there is need for the least govern-
ment ? If you cannot lighten our path towards the desired
goal, Satyagraha will not be considered a full-fledged weapon."
From my point of view the answer is easy.   I have been
saying for some time, that the words "truth and non-violence"
should   be   removed   from   the   Congress   constitution.    But
whether   they are actually removed or not, let us assume that
they are and then we shall be able to come to an independent
judgment on the Tightness or wrongness of any action.   I am
convinced that so long as we have to rely on the use of the
military and even the police for preserving internal order, we
shall continue to remain the slaves of either Britain or some
other foreign power.   It matters little then, whether the Gov-
ernment is in the hands of Congress- or non-Congressmen. Let
us assume that Congress Ministers are not pledged to non-
violence.   Let us further assume that Hindus, Mussalmans and
others want military and police protection.   If they do, they will
continue to receive it.   Those Ministers who are wedded to non-
violence, must resign, since they would object to the use of the
military and the police.   The significance of it all is that so long
as our people have not the wisdom to come to a mutual under-
standing, so long will go<mdaism continue and we shall not be
able to generate the true strength of ahimsa within us.
Now as to how this non-violent strength can be created. I
ga^re the answer to this question in the Harijun of August 4th, in
ireplying to a letter from Ahmedabad. So long as we have not
the strength to die with courage and love in our
s, we.canifot hope to develop the ahimsa of the strong.